
 
 

 
What is 

Climate Normal 

Annual Climate 

Variability is… 
A ‘Rise and Fall Pattern’ (Temporary) 

Change is… 
A ‘Major Shift’ (More Permanent) 

†Some short-term climate variability is forecasted and available at: cpc.noaa.gov 

http://www.drought.gov/
http://aaes.auburn.edu/wrc/
http://www.cpc.noaa.gov/products/precip/CWlink/MJO/climwx.shtml
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What is (Continued)

Atlantic Multidecadal Oscillation (AMO) 
El Niño Southern Oscillation (ENSO) 
Pacific Decadal Oscillation (PDO) 
North Atlantic Oscillation (NAO) 

Other Variability Cycles (Not Pictured): 
Madden Julian Oscillation (MJO) 
North American Pattern (PNA) 
Antarctic Oscillation (AAO) 
Arctic Oscillation (AO) 
And Many More… 

Precipitation and Temperature 

Streamflow and Baseflow 

Groundwater 

And Much More… 

This education module was last updated October 2019 




