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Strategic Habitat Units 
(SHU)

 Priority watersheds
 Guide recovery 

efforts
 Filter for workload
 Focuses efforts 



1.  Assess
2.  Restore
3.  Recover
4.  Monitor
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The SHC framework supports the SHU process
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Key Accomplishments2,000 Stream Crossings
• Bear Creek = 625
• Big Canoe Creek = 550
• North River = 75
• Murder Creek = 50
• Choccolocco Creek = 700

291 Fish IBIs
• Bear Creek = 32
• Big Canoe Creek = 27
• Choc/Pea/Yellow Rivers =  30
• Murder Creek = 24
• Sipsey River = 26
• Buttahatchee/Lux Rivers = 96
• Terrapin Creek = 56

3 Dam Removals
• Big Canoe Creek = 1
• Locust Fork = 1
• Cahaba River = 1

Sediment Reduction in North River
• 445 tons

Mollusk Reintroductions
• Reintroductions of 18 species

Precluded the need to List
• 5 crayfish species

Down-listings
• 1 gastropod

P. langniappe - Susan Adams



AABC 2010 - 2015 Mollusk Reintroductions:

Alabama Lampmussel - E
Paint Rock – lower – 3,197
Bear Creek – 4,572
Elk River, TN – 4,462
Sequatchie River, TN – 1,800

Cumberland Bean – E
Paint Rock – 378

Pale Lilliput - E
Duck River, TN – 1,602
Paint Rock – 1,200

Alabama Rainbow
Choccolocco Creek – 7,362
Coosa River – 2,000
Little River – 2,000

Southern Rainbow 
Little River - 183

Southern Combshell - E
Cahaba River - 287

Coosa Moccasinshell - E
Little Cahaba River - 59

Fine-lined Pocketbook - T
Little River - 184

Interrupted Rocksnail – E
Weiss Bypass - 2,034

Alabama Creekmussel
Choccolocco Creek – 303
Coosa River – 250
Little River – 250 

Rabbitsfoot - T 
Limestone Creek - 270

Painted Creekshell
Limestone Creek – 430

Oyster Mussel – E
Paint Rock – 1,007

Cumberland Moccasinshell
Bear Creek - 185

Orangenacre Mucket - T
Tallatchee Creek - 330

Tennessee Basin: 

Coosa Basin: 

Cahaba Basin: 

Alabama Basin: 

Spotted Rocksnail
Cahaba River – 42,146

Warrior Basin: 
Plicate Rocksnail - E
Locust Fork – 14,481

Orangenacre Mucket - T
Locust Fork – 2,062

Alabama Rainbow
Locust Fork – 15,100

Tombigbee Basin: 
Southern Combshell - E
Bull Mountain Creek, MS - 205

Spotted Rocksnail
Cahaba River – 42,146

Oblong Rocksnail
Little Cahaba River – 3,768

18 species
15 streams
6 basins



Success looks like this…

Precluding the need to list

Reintroductions

Restoring habitat

Delisting / Downlisting species 
from the ESA



Photo credits to Dr. Guenter Schuster (Eastern Kentucky University - retired)

• In 2010 and 2012, the USFWS 
Alabama Field Office funded 2 
studies to assess the populations of 
6 crayfishes from the CBD mega-
petition list found in AL (MS FO 
funded an assessment on 3 that 
occur in MS).

• Based on published reports and 
preliminary results from ongoing 
surveys, CBD has dropped 5 of the 
6 crayfishes from further listing 
consideration.

• Combined, the 2 studies cost 
$50,000.

• Tens of thousands of listing dollars 
are saved by this early action.

• Work accomplished through 
existing SHU partnerships



Outreach and Education



Current Surveys



Scheduled Dam Removals



Program Expansion



Landowner Assistance



SHU Mapper





Questions?
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